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The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 is a pivotal moment in
U.S. history that continues to fuel speculation and debate among
historians, legal scholars, and theorists. While the act was officially
intended to streamline governance within the District of Columbia,
many believe it also marked a turning point for the United States,
reorganizing it as a corporation rather than a republic. This
interpretation has become the foundation of what some refer to as
the “United States Corporation” theory.

A Financial Catalyst: Bankruptcy and Foreign
Debt

"I believe that banking
institutions are more dangerous
to our liberties than standing armies.

Already they have raised up a monied
aristocracy that has set the government
at defiance. The issuing power of money
should be taken away from the banks
and restored to the people to whom
it properly belongs."
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to bail out the bankrupt nation, but this assistance came at a cost. It
is theorized that the District of Columbia Organic Act was part of a
broader restructuring to secure and manage this debt, effectively
placing the United States under the financial influence of powerful
international banking interests. This narrative ties the Act not just to
governance but to a significant shift in the nation’s sovereignty and
financial independence.
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"All of the perplexities,
confusion, and distress in
America arises, not from the defects
of the Constitution or Confederation,
not from want of honor or virtue, so
much as from downright ignorance
of the nature of coin, credit, and
circulation."
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"There are two ways to conquer and
enslave a nation. One is by sword. The
other is by debt.”
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The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 sought to address
these issues by creating a single municipal government for the entire
district. The act repealed the individual charters of Washington and
Georgetown, consolidating them into a single entity. It also
established the District of Columbia as a “body corporate” for
municipal purposes, granting it powers typically associated with a
corporate entity.

On its face, this restructuring seemed purely administrative—a
logical response to the growing complexity of managing the seat of
federal power. However, critics argue that the act’s implications
reach far deeper, potentially altering the very nature of the United
States itself.

"You are a den of vipers and
thieves and | intend to rout you

out, and by the eternal God, I will
rout you out. If Congress has the
right to issue paper money, it was
given them to be used by themselves,
and not to be delegated to
individuals or corporations."
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Constitution for the United States of America was replaced by a de
facto corporate government operating under the Constitution of the
United States, a subtle yet significant distinction.

This corporate entity, often referred to as the “United States
Corporation,” is believed to exercise control over the District of
Columbia and its territories, as well as over U.S. citizens. Proponents
argue that this change centralized power and shifted the nation
away from the decentralized principles of federalism enshrined in the
original Constitution.

Key points often cited by supporters of this theory include:

1. Corporate Language in the Act: The use of the term “body
corporate” to describe the District of Columbia suggests a legal
framework akin to that of a corporation.

2. Control Over Territories: The theory posits that this reorganization
allowed the corporate United States to extend its influence and
governance over territories beyond the original states, creating a
centralized authority that contrasts with the decentralized republic
envisioned by the Founding Fathers.

3. Monetary and Legal Implications: The supposed corporate
structure is believed to have paved the way for the establishment
of the Federal Reserve System in 1913 and the adoption of fiat
currency, further entrenching centralized financial and legal
control.
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' .James Garfield - (1902)

| - ¢/ "Whoever controls the volume
| of money in any country is absolute
| master of all industry and commerce...
And when you realize that the entire
system is very easily controlled, one
way or another, by a few powerful men
at the top, you will not have to be told
how periods of inflation and depression
originate.”

Implications of the Theory

If the United States was indeed reorganized as a corporation in 1871,
as theorists claim, the implications are profound. This would mean
that the federal government operates not as a sovereign authority
serving the people, but as a corporate entity prioritizing its own
interests. Critics argue that this framework diminishes the
sovereignty of individual states and citizens, effectively reducing
them to “employees” or “assets” of the corporation.

Furthermore, this theory is often linked to broader concerns about
the erosion of constitutional riahts and the exnansion of federal

Manage Cookie Consent X

To provide the best experiences, we use technologies like cookies to store and/or access
device information. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as
browsing behavior or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may
adversely affect certain features and functions.

Opt-out preferences Privacy-Protection

https://investoffshore.com/the-district-of-columbia-organic-act-of-1871-the-birth-of-a-united-states-corporation/ 6/15



7/5/25, 9:11 AM

To provide the best experiences, we use technologies like cookies to store and/or access
device information. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as
browsing behavior or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may

The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871: The Birth of a "United States Corporation"? - Invest Offshore

' -Woodrow Wilson- (1916)

-

=” “l am a most unhappy man. | have
unwittingly ruined my country. A great
industrial nation is controlled by its system of i
credit. Our system of credit is concentrated.
The growth of the nation, therefore, and all our
activities are in the hands of a few men. We
have come to be one of the worst ruled, one
of the most completely controlled and dominated
Governments in the civilized world - no longer
a Government by free opinion, no longer a
Government by conviction and the vote of the
majority, but a Government by the opinion and
duress of a small group of dominant men.”
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Skepticism and Counterarguments

Despite its popularity in certain circles, the “United States
Corporation” theory is not without its detractors. Mainstream legal
scholars and historians typically view it as a misinterpretation of
historical and legal documents. They argue that:
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| -Benjamin Franklin- ( 1793 )
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“The colonies would gladly have

borne the little tax on tea and other
matters had it not been that England took
away from the colonies their money, which
created unemployment and dissatisfaction.
‘ The inability of the colonists to get power
to issue their own money permanently out of
the hands of George 11l and the international
5 bankers was the Prime reason for the
4 Revolutionary War.”
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Why the Theory Persists

The enduring appeal of the “United States Corporation” theory lies in
its alignment with broader concerns about government overreach
and the loss of individual freedoms. For those who view modern
federal power as excessive or unconstitutional, the theory offers a
convenient historical explanation and a rallying point for calls to
restore constitutional principles.

Moreover, the theory dovetails with skepticism about centralized
financial institutions, the Federal Reserve, and international banking
systems, which are often viewed as mechanisms of control linked to
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Conclusion: A Call for Clarity

While the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 undeniably
reshaped governance in the nation’s capital, its broader implications
remain a topic of debate. Whether viewed as an administrative
reform or as the foundation of a corporate restructuring, the act
serves as a reminder of the complex interplay between law,
governance, and power.

For investors and global citizens, understanding these theories is not

merelv an academic exercise It hiahliahts the imnortance of
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About the editor

Aaron Arthur Day is a well-traveled advocate for the offshore lifestyle,
bringing a wealth of knowledge and a global perspective to readers
seeking insights on international living and investment strategies. Based
in Vancouver, he continues to inspire through his passion for exploring
the financial frontiers beyond borders.
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Invest Offshore Newsletter

We invite you to delve into our resources, expand your investment
horizons, and harness the potential of offshore opportunities.
Subscribe below.
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